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Where did this year go? By the time you receive the Winter
Edition Country Place Bulletin, you will be involved with the
excitement of the holidays. For me, this is the most special
season of all! Some of the things I enjoy most about this time
of year is the cooler weather, all the great cookies/goodies
we share with friends, neighbors and with the Oak Point City
Staff; the positive and friendly attitude that is in the air
towards our fellow Oak Point residents; the neighborhood get
togethers; and, most importantly, how we all gather with our
families. And I enjoy all those old Christmas movies. Do you
Council Member
remember Clarence? He’s the guardian angel in the classic
Don Lindemann
Christmas movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” When despair leads
the main character, George Bailey, to contemplate suicide,
Clarence intervenes to save his life. The reason for mentioning this movie is because so far this year
our Police Department has handled 2 suicides and 14 attempted suicides. There is a new group in
our City called OPUAS (Oak Point United Against Suicide) who are creating awareness about the
problem and providing helpful information. Check out the OPUAS article in this bulletin and
informational resources on the City’s website and on the Oak Point United Against Suicide Facebook
page.
As many of you know, my main concern is and always will be controlling City expenses and to put
the savings into the Capital Improvement Fund. Earlier this year the City Council approved to do an
engineering study on Lakeshore and Martingale for road improvements and water line replacements
with fire hydrants installed. The engineering company should give their final report to the City
Manager and City Council by late Fall. After this happens, City Council will review this report and
vote how to proceed with the road improvements. After approval, the plans will go out for road
improvement bids and if all goes well the improvements should begin by early next year. Yea! Over
the past 5 years, I have pushed the City Council hard for this goal and thought the day would never
come! Going forward I would like the Capital Improvement Committee and the City Council to
accomplish two things: 1) Put together a 5 year plan for road improvements and 2) select the next
road(s) to be repaired so the City Manager can hire an engineering company to study the ones
selected. This way we can proceed to repair the road(s) in 2020. Where I am going with this? I
would like to see a major road improvement happen each year going forward. Another note on this
topic. The City Manager is in the process of hiring 2 more Public Works employees and with the additional staff this department should have the manpower to address all the pot holes in our City.

Lately we have been bombarded by the media with lots of bad news but I would encourage you to
reflect on those things which are important to you—family, friends, home, city, country. We often
forget how lucky we are to live in the USA. My pastor says, “If you live in the USA, you’ve already
won the lottery!” I’d like to add to that if you live in Oak Point, you are in good hands! You live in a
great City who has a great City staff, great Public Safety Department, a dedicated City Council and
people serving on our City committees who want to be involved and improve our community. Be
thankful that you live in a place where you can feel safe to voice your opinion and know you will be
heard.
Enjoy all the hustle and bustle of the season! Happy Holidays!
God Bless all of you and God Bless Oak Point!
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
We all have heard the saying “measure twice and cut once”. Designing and engineering of street
project is much the same. The engineering firm begins with 90-Day Preliminary Review of the
construction area. Upon completion of the preliminary review, they begin the engineering design. The
design is submitted for review at 60% and 90% of design intervals.
The City issued a notice to proceed to the engineer for design and
engineering of the Crescent Oaks Street Project in late April of
2019. The engineer has recently submitted the 60% preliminary
engineering design for review. The schedule has the street design
going out for bid in February of 2020 and awarded in March.
Once the contract is awarded and all documents are signed, the
contractor will mobilize in April. The schedule currently allows for
180-days of construction time.
The Crescent Oaks Street Project will also include a new water line
with fire hydrants and shutoff valves that Mustang SUD engineers
are currently designing. This overall project will not only improve
the street but will greatly improve firefighting capabilities in the
Crescent Oaks Subdivision.
In November of 2019, the City Council awarded a contract to
Level One Construction for the redesign and reconstruction of the
entrance to the Emerald Sound Subdivision on Emerald Sound
Blvd. This project will eliminate the low water crossing and
include a trench drain that will funnel water to the barrow ditch. There will still be a slight valley in the
road surface, but it will no longer be considered a low water crossing.
If you ever have any concerns during the construction phase of a roadway project, please let the City
Staff know. The City will also post the contractor’s contact information on the City’s website
I wish everyone a blessed Holiday Season.

FROM THE CHIEF’S DESK
With the advent of winter and the holidays upon us I wanted to take a moment to remind everyone of the law
concerning approaching a first responder or other emergency vehicles pulled over on the roadway. This year
there have been over 39 deaths on highways due to persons being struck by passing motorists. This figure does
not include the many others who were not killed but suffered injury.
The “Move Over” law requires motorists to move out of the lane closest to the emergency vehicle when possible
or reduce their speed to 20 miles per hour below the posted limit. If the road does not have multiple lanes, the
driver must slow down. On roadways with posted speed limits of 25 miles per hour or less, drivers must reduce
their speed to 5 miles per hour. The fine for this offense can be as high as $2,000.
This law not only includes first responders (police, fire, EMS) but also was expanded to include TXDOT workers
and Government or Private Tow vehicles.
We hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday season!
2

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR - SCOTT DUFFORD

The 2019 Oak Point Citizen of the Year is being awarded to Scott Dufford.
Dufford received 74 nominations and was chosen to receive the distinguished
honor this year.
Scott has lived in Oak Point for 20 years. He works tirelessly for Oak Point,
volunteering and keeping Oak Point residents informed about happenings and
plans in the local government. Scott exhibits a servant’s heart and willingness to
give freely of his time and skills to the people of Oak Point.
Eagles Landing HOA President for 15 years
Serves on the Oak Point Parks and Recreation Committee
Serves on the Oak Point Planning and Zoning Commission
Served on the Comprehensive Plan Update Committee
Served on the Capital Improvement Committee

Member of the Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club
Scott regularly attends City meetings and sends out meeting highlights via
newsletter to more than 250 Oak Point residents

Congratulations, Scott Dufford!
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ENGINE 631

Oak Point United Against Suicide
National Suicide Help Line: 800-273-8255 (TALK) Text: 741741
In the Spring of this year, there was a Facebook plea for understanding and kindness for our friends,
neighbors and families in Oak Point to watch out for one another. There was a suicide in Oak Point and a
great concern when all of a sudden there was another one. In the cities, subdivisions, and towns around us
there was a spate of suicides. There is no age that can’t be touched by suicide. From the young as early as
10 to the elderly; and there are so many reasons for this. As a caring people, we are shocked and
heartbroken to see that there is a national epidemic! In Oak Point, a group of people have formed who
are dedicating themselves to providing information for everyone — friends, relatives, and neighbors—that
there is help out there. It is called OPUAS — Oak Point United Against Suicide. The group’s goal is to
provide up to date information, phone numbers, and text numbers on a continuing basis and in several
media platforms, as well as providing articles, public meetings with speakers, and forums in an ongoing
attempt to get any kind of help to people and to families dealing with this crisis. —— Joel Olson
Do You Know What the Red Flags of Suicide Are?
Talking about wanting to die or kill oneself
Looking for a way to kill oneself
Talking about feeling hopeless or having no purpose
Talking about being trapped or in unbearable pain
Talking about being a burden to others
Increasing the use of alcohol and drugs
Acting anxious, agitated, or reckless
Sleeping too little or too much
Withdrawing or feeling isolated
Showing rage or talking about seeking revenge
Displaying extreme mood swings
Giving away possessions

Disclaimer: The following is intended as an information resource only and should be used for educational purposes only. It should NOT be
used as a substitute for seeking professional or medical care.
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LITTLLITTLE ELM AREA FOOD BANK
The Little Elm Area Food Bank is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has been providing
assistance since 1984 within the Little Elm, Hackberry, Oak Point, Cross Roads, 380 area and
Denton County.
Who we serve:
Children - Through no fault of their own, 35% of our clients are children.
Seniors - Most of our seniors often have to choose between food and medical care
being on a limited income. With nearly a third of our clients being seniors, we work
to ensure that our elderly clients are fed.

Working Poor - Many working adults struggle with covering expenses until their
next paycheck. Of the households we serve, 46% have at least 1 working adult.
Single Parents - Single parents often find that the ability to provide nutritious food
loses
priority to other expenses such as rent, transportation, utilities, and daycare.
Veterans - The hidden face of hunger often includes those who have served in the
U.S. Military. Of those served by the food bank, 1 in 5 households includes a family
member who is a former military member.
Last year with the assistance of our donors and volunteers we were able to provide:

Over 279,000 meals
Covered 100% of the expenses for Meals on Wheels within Little Elm.
Provided an additional 11,000 meals for the Summer Kid’s Eat Free Lunch Program
Our volunteers saved us $163,080 worth of labor.
Recently, the Ladies of Oak Point donated over two hundred pounds of food and $1195.00.
Thank you to the residents of Oak Point who donate their time, talent and treasure to help
those in need.

There is a food donation basket in the lobby of Oak Point City Hall.

501 Bill Street
Little Elm, TX
75068
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NEW EMPLOYEES
WELCOME COLBY
Colby joined the Oak Point DPS in August as a Police Officer.
He previously worked for the City of Garland. Colby grew
up in Rowlett, Texas. He comes from a long line of police
officers. Colby’s favorite thing about his job is that it is
always something different and he is always learning.
When Colby is not working, he enjoys being outdoors.

WELCOME BACK GARRETT
Garrett rejoined the Oak Point DPS in September as a Firefighter/
EMT. He previously worked for the City of Oak Point and left to
pursue another career opportunity. Garrett grew up in Longview,
Texas and currently resides in Wills Point. Garrett’s favorite thing
about his job is being able to help people on their worst day. When
he is not working, Garrett likes to go hunting or spend time with
friends and family. We are glad to have you back, Garrett!

WELCOME DAVID
David
joined
the
Oak
Point
Public
Works
Department in September as an Equipment Operator. Prior to working
for Oak Point, David was a ranch foreman. David was born in Kansas
and moved to Texas when he was in 6th grade. He has lived in the
Oak Point/Aubrey area since then. David and his wife have two
daughters. His favorite thing about his job is meeting new people.
When David is not working, he enjoys hunting, fishing, and working
on old tractors.
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Boat Dock Update
The USACE (US Army Corps of Engineers) letter of approval for the boat dock replacement was
received by the City Manager, Stephen Ashley, in October. The two floating docks and two
interconnecting gangways have been ordered and are expected to be delivered before the first week of
December barring any shortage of materials. Immediately after delivery is made and depending on
weather conditions, installation construction is planned to commence by a local marine contractor
with a target for completion date of early January.
The completion of this project will highlight what has turned into a sixteen-month long project. First,
last September, the OP City PARC Committee established a “Boat Dock Subcommittee” to determine
an appropriate design that would accommodate Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance
with a budget cost for an appropriate upgrade replacement for the existing fifty-foot static dock. An
extended 104’ floating dock system was selected due to the large seasonal fluctuations of the
Lewisville Lake surface level. The existing dock was available for use at water lake elevations
between MSL 525’ and MSL 521’. The new dock will extend periods of safe availability of the dock
for when the water elevations at the concrete boat launch ramp is between approximately MSL
525’ (top of ramp) to MSL 514’ (bottom of ramp). In the meantime, the existing boat dock was
destroyed during a January storm. Several separate applications were required to various USACE
departments in Fort Worth with the last application submitted the first week of February. Approval
was delayed due to the unique “licensing” agreement the City of Oak Point has with USACE for
operating the dock on USACE land, as do most similar municipal facilities around Lake Lewisville
being leased. It was furthered delayed due to the Real Estate department of USACE being ordered, for
a time, to prioritize their work only for the Mexican border wall.
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The Ancestral Journey
Glen Cox and Teddie Ryan-Cox

The migration of the monarch butterfly is among the greatest that takes place on the planet. There are other species that travel farther. But, in terms of sheer numbers, it is staggering - an estimated 90-100 million. While those numbers may sound like a lot, they have
declined in just the past two decades by over 80%.
It is also unique in that those that return to their ancestral home are not the ones that left.
Only monarchs born in late summer or early fall make the unique migratory journey
across the North American continent to southwestern Mexico. They are called the Super
Generation. The fourth generation of the season, their athletic endurance and lifespan far
surpasses that of their parents and grandparents. They will live 8 times as long and travel
10 times further in their lifetime. These great-great grandchildren of the generation that
migrated to Mexico last season pass through Denton County as part of their migration. We
are part of a strategic funneling location and many hungry butterflies will be visiting your
gardens in search of rest and the much needed flower nectar that is high in sugar in order
to refuel, gain weight, and store fat. Photo by Sylvain Cordier/Getty Images
The fall migration beginning in August, lasts around 85 days until November. The monarchs come from as far west as the
Front Range of Colorado, as far north as New Brunswick and as far to the east as the state of Maine. Monarchs are efficient
fliers and travel an average of 50 miles per day and some travelers will clock as many as 2,500 total miles to get to the
Oyamel forests. The great-great grandchildren of last years’ migrators will make the trip to the Monarch Biosphere Reserve in
Mexico, a World Heritage Site situated in Michoacán, Mexico.
Texas plays a critical role in conservation efforts for the monarch. They are delicate, less than a gram in weight, but the
monarch butterfly was adopted as the official Texas state insect on June 16, 1995. The legislature says, “The monarch butterfly
is as beautiful and memorable as a Texas sunset, soaring above all other insects in its nobility and determination, and its
unique relationship with Texas makes it a truly appropriate symbol of the majestic spirit of the Lone Star State.” The Monarch
Central Flyway is 300 miles wide with Wichita Falls the center in the north, covers the length of Texas, and closing into a
tighter funnel of 50 miles in width near Balcones Canyonland and continue to the cool river valleys between Eagle Pass and
Del Rio, Texas. It is interesting to note that much of this path includes the Chisholm Trail!
What You Can Do
Helping monarchs can start with very small steps. Plant the right plants as
monarchs depend on floral and host plants that are high in nectar. Hungry
butterflies will be searching for five superstars – the Fall Aster, Frostweed,
Greg Mistflower, Maximilian Sunflower and Shrubby Boneset. Another simple
thing for you to do is encourage planting of these flowers in public spaces in Oak Point
and in parks controlled by local HOAs.
Join the conservation cause and become a citizen scientist and monitor
monarchs in your area by joining the Texas Pollinator Bioblitz. It’s a simple as
recording and reporting sightings of monarchs and Monarch Joint Venture.org.
Share photos and observations on Instagram and iNaturalist. Track the
migration in real time at https://jouneynorth.org/monarchs .
The monarchs will return in the spring on the final leg of their epic migration north. Your gardening can and will make a
difference. You can create a Monarch Way Station that is a garden that changes with the season to cater to the monarchs and
the garden will also benefit other pollinators and butterfly species. Spring plants: Antelope Horns, Zizotes Milkweed, Green Milkweed. Summer plants: Blackeyed Susan, Prairie Verbena, Purple Coneflower, Texas Lantana, Mealy Blue Sage
The Lady Bird Johnson Center is a resource framework for a variety of flowers to plant and a directory of suppliers close to
you.
https://www.wildflower.org/collections https://www.monarchwatch.org/garden/plant-list-tx-monarchwatch.pdf
8

Trunk or Treat
THANK YOU to the Oak Point Department of Public Safety for hosting the annual Trunk or
Treat on October 31st!! More than 100 children came and had a fantastic time. They
loved seeing the new fire truck and meeting the Police Officers and Fire Fighters.

Trunk or Treat Photos
Courtesy of Dena Meek
*************
Veterans Appreciation Photos
Courtesy of Dylan Ladwig

VETERANS DAY - Thank you to all who served!
What a wonderful turnout we had for our Veterans Appreciation!
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HOLIDAYS AND CALENDAR
In recognition of the following holidays, City offices will be closed on:
December 24 & 25 - Christmas
January 1 - New Year’s
February 17 - President’s Day

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Upcoming City Council Meetings
Mon, Dec
Mon, Jan
Tues, Feb
Mon, Mar

16 at 6:00pm
20 at 6:00pm
18 at 6:00pm
16 at 6:00pm

City Council
City Council
City Council
City Council

Tentative Meetings for Other Boards and Commissions
Tues, Dec 3 at 6:00 pm
Mon, Dec 9 at 6:00 pm
Tues, Dec 10 at 6:15 pm
Tues, Jan 7 at 6:00 pm
Mon, Jan 13 at 6:00 pm
Tues, Jan 14 at 6:15 pm
Tues, Feb 4 at 6:00 pm
Mon, Feb 10 at 6:00 pm
Tues, Feb 11 at 6:15 pm
Tues, Mar 3 at 6:00 pm
Mon, Mar 9 at 6:00 pm
Tues, Marc 10 at 6:15 pm

Planning & Zoning Commission
PARC
Economic Development Corp
Planning & Zoning Commission
PARC
Economic Development Corp
Planning & Zoning Commission
PARC
Economic Development Corp
Planning & Zoning Commission
PARC
Economic Development Corp

WINTERFEST 2019 – December 6th
City staff is looking forward to Winterfest!
Winterfest will be held on Friday, December 6th from 6 - 8pm. We will have
a bounce house and the Bubble Bus, crafts for the kids, hot cocoa and
cookies, and a visit from Santa & Mrs. Claus. Its sure to be a great time!
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 –2020 EVENT SPONSORS
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The City of Oak Point

Mayor, Council, and Staff
wishes everyone a very happy
and blessed holiday season!

CITY OF OAK POINT CONTACT NUMBERS
City Hall

(972)294-2312 Fax: (972)294-1619

Police/Fire

(972)294-0000 Fax: (972)294-3333

Non-Emergency Dispatch

(940)349-1600 Option 9

Emergency

911

Website:

www.oakpointtexas.com

WARNING SYSTEM AT WWW.OAKPOINTTEXAS.COM/218/BLACKBOARD-CONNECT
12

